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Please amend the application as shown below. 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please add the following new claims: 

32. A system as in Claim 1, wherein at least one application of said marking system is 
disposed upon another at least one application of said marking system, and wherein indicia of 
each application of said marking system are optically readable under a different set of 
environmental conditions. 




Sir: 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



33. A system as in Claim 32, wherein said indicia of each said at least one application of 
said marking system are transparent or substantially transparent in a non-stimulated state and 
sequentially become optically readable upon a change in environmental conditions. 
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34. A system as in Claim 32, wherein said substrate is a mail piece and where indicia of 
at least one application of said marking system comprises a code used when sorting the mail 

A multi-layer marking system comprising: 
a first layer disposed over a substrate; 

a second layer disposed over said first layer, said first and said second layer being 
substantially transparent in a non-stimulated state, said first layer becoming optically 
contrasting with respect to the substrate in response to a first stimulus, said second 
layer becoming optically contrasting with respect to said first layer in response to a 
second stimulus; and 

first indicia disposed on said first layer and second indicia disposed on said second 
layer, said first and second indicia comprising optically readable information. 

A system as in Claim 35, where said first stimulus comprises a first temperature, and 
where said second stimulus comprises a second temperature that is greater than said first 
temperature. 

37. A system as in Claim 35, where said first and second indicia are transparent or 
substantially transparent in a non-stimulated state and become optically readable in response 
to a respective stimulus. 

38. A system as in Claim 36, where only said first indicia is readable when exposed to 
said first temperature, and where said second indicia is readable when exposed to said second 
temperature. 
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39. A system as in Claim 35, wherein said substrate comprises a mail piece and where at 
least one of said first and second indicia comprises information used when sorting the mail 
piece prior to delivery of the mail piece. 



Support for newly added claims 32-39 can be found at least in Figs. 6 and 7, and in the 
specification at least at page 23 and page 24. No new matter is added. 

Respectfully submitted: 



^ Reg. No.: 32,493 

£ HARRINGTON & SMITH, LLP 

U 1 809 Black Rock Turnpike 

Q 

Hj Fairfield, CT 06432 

Telephone: (203)366-4084 
Facsimile: (203)366-4109 
email: HSmith@HSpatent.com 
Customer No.: 29683 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 20231. 

Date Name of Person Making Deposit 



S.N. 10/060,767 
Art Unit 1755 



ADDED PAGES TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 

In the CLAIMS: 

Please add the following new claims. 

32. A system as in Claim 1, wherein at least one application of said marking system is 
disposed upon another at least one application of said marking system, and wherein indicia of 
each application of said marking system are optically readable under a different set of 
environmental conditions. 

Jp 33. A system as in Claim 32, wherein said indicia of each said at least one application of 
© said marking system are transparent or substantially transparent in a non-stimulated state and 
ff| sequentially become optically readable upon a change in environmental conditions. 

Sf 

34. A system as in Claim 32, wherein said substrate is a mail piece and where indicia of 
□ at least one application of said marking system comprises a code used when sorting the mail 
j£j . piece. 

ru 

35. A multi-layer marking system comprising: 
a first layer disposed over a substrate; 

a second layer disposed over said first layer, said first and said second layer being 
substantially transparent in a non-stimulated state, said first layer becoming optically 
contrasting with respect to the substrate in response to a first stimulus, said second 
layer becoming optically contrasting with respect to said first layer in response to a 
second stimulus; and 
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first indicia disposed on said first layer and second indicia disposed on said second 
layer, said first and second indicia comprising optically readable information. 

36. A system as in Claim 35, where said first stimulus comprises a first temperature, and 
where said second stimulus comprises a second temperature that is greater than said first 
temperature. 

37. A system as in Claim 35, where said first and second indicia are transparent or 
substantially transparent in a non-stimulated state and become optically readable in response 
to a respective stimulus. 
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^ 38. A system as in Claim 36, where only said first indicia is readable when exposed to 

y « 

Q said first temperature, and where said second indicia is readable when exposed to said second 
{H temperature. 

H 

P 39. A system as in Claim 35, wherein said substrate comprises a mail piece and where at 

Q least one of said first and second indicia comprises information used when sorting the mail 

i~= piece prior to delivery of the mail piece. 
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